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Background

Why Synthetic Turf?

Drought & Water Restrictions Water logged grounds Participation Increases

 Over past 5 years in 

Victoria:

 + 7,369 new participants

 + 230 new teams

 Growth is outstripping venue 

supply.

Natural Turf Ground = 20-25hrs/wk usage

Synthetic Turf Ground = 60+ hrs/wk usage
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Background

Research Project

 In 2007 the University of Ballarat was commissioned 

to determine if standards could be developed for 

football and cricket to be played on Artificial Turf.

 Partners involved:

• AFL, Cricket Australia, Sport & Recreation Victoria, 

Jardine Lloyd Thompson Trustees (insurer) 

 Standards developed to mimic natural turf playability
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Our standards have been developed around three key requirements: 
Performance, Quality & Durability.......
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Licencing Program – supplier endorsement/product approval process

Manufacturers

1. Licencing Agreement

2. Lab Test
• By accredited AFL/CA Testing Laboratory

3. Product Approval
• If product passes Laboratory test, AFL/CA 

issues a Product Approval Certificate

4. Oval Installation

5. Field Test
• Undertaken by accredited AFL CA Testing 

Laboratory after one month or 160 hrs of play.

6. Certification

http://cricket.com.au/
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Three Synthetic Turf Manufacturers have been licensed as approved 
suppliers by the AFL/Cricket Australia…..
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Recent Installations

Wadhurst Oval, Melbourne Grammar School

“After years of drought the school could not water the oval during summer…The

oval lost grass cover and turned to dust, which is not ideal for cricket. In winter,

we would see areas of the oval roped off or the oval closed because the playing

surface turned to mud. However this winter, which has been a long and wet

winter, the oval has proven itself. …there is no mud and no oval closures,

making it the ideal surface for the School’s winter sport Australian Rules

Football.”

Greg Caldwell, Melbourne Grammar School

Saltwater Reserve, Point Cook

“Using this innovative surface, Wyndham

City’s sporting community will have access to

first class sporting facilities all year round, no

matter what the weather brings.”

Cr John Menegazzo, City of Wyndham.

Narrabeen Sports High School, Sydney

"AFL in NSW has had its biggest year of participation to date and we're

committed to providing excellent infrastructure for communities to participate

in Australian football. We value the opportunity to collaborate with schools

and local governments through partnerships like this to deliver an innovative

sportsfield solution."

Tom Harley, AFL NSW-ACT General Manager


